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THE GREATEST AIRBAND
Peeking behind
the curtain

Gabby Carlson

Life & Times Co-Editor

What do The Lion King, the Wizard of
Oz, Pandora’s Box and the Boy Scouts
have in common? They will all be on
campus March 10, for one night only!
Now you may ask, “Where do I find all
of these amazing things?” The answer
is at Rediger Chapel today at 6:30 and
9 p.m. for the “Greatest Airband.”
Airband has been around for about
three decades. It began simply with
lip-syncing and a fake band as the main
focus. But, it has evolved into a night of
elaborate choreography, lip-syncing,
masterful song mashups and tedious
set-building which dominates the stage.
The amount of preparation that goes
into the performance makes Airband a
long-awaited event for more than just
those who participate.
The extensive practices mornings and
nights were rewarding to some. Rachel
Phillips, a freshman on Second East Olson, said, “I loved practice because we
got to be a little family every night, so
honestly I’ll be sad when Airband’s over
because we won’t be together.”
Masters of Ceremonies (MCs) junior
Noah Nemni and senior Elyse Horb
have big plans for this year’s show. The
theme is the “Greatest Airband,” a carnival showcase for all ages. The duo
is planning a show comparable to the
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First West Wengatz wingmates (front to back) juniors Max Partain and Nathan Mortensen and seniors Matthew White and Derek Bender perform their rendition of Pandora’s Box.

wacky antics they displayed at Nostalgia Night last spring.
First West Wengatz and First East
Olson will battle it out, with acts back
to back at the end of the night. The two
wings have been the most recent winners, and their 2017 performances are

perhaps the most anticipated reveals
for avid airband attendees.
After First West Wengatz held a fouryear victory reign, First East Olson stole
the show in their 2016 Mario-themed
performance featuring Jeff Cramer, associate professor of computer science
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In the forefront of Broho’s Airband act are (L to R) junior Adam Hursey, senior
Matthew Parks, junior Josh James, and freshman Jake Vriezelaar.

& engineering, as Bowser.
With tickets in hand, eager attendants will rush Rediger Chapel Friday
night for the 6:30 and 9 p.m. shows.
Students in acts lasting 4–5 minutes apiece will put their dancing
feet forward after months of long
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First East Olson and friends bring a classic to life with their Wizard of Oz performance.
(L to R) Sophomore Kelly Sisson, junior Josh James, seniors Rachel Yoder
and Kayla Visser and sophomore Emily Macdonald.

Hanging with the

ringmasters
Meet the MCs
of Airband

Aubree Devisser
Staff Writer

Photograph provided by Quinn White

A college-aged Quinn White sports 3-D glasses as he and his team celebrates
the victory of his Airband’s performance of “Rock Me Amadeus.”

The tradition that rocks the house
The history of Airband
Chrysa Keenon

Life & Times Co-Editor

Airband has been part of the Taylor experience for many decades, but it didn’t
start the way you would think. Your professors contributed to the traditions of
Airband.
According to Quinn White, professor of
education, Airband began around 1984. It
was supposedly inspired by lip-syncing TV
shows. It was first performed on a small
stage set up in the Dining Commons during
the first two years of its existence. The performance was just an act of putting together a great band with fake instruments. In
1986, Airband moved into Rediger Chapel,
and the event got so large there was an Airband performance in the fall as well as one
in the spring.
Airband was once a regional event—not
exclusively a Taylor tradition. Other colleges

in the regional area, including Anderson,
Marion College (now known as IWU) and
Huntington, also held Airband competitions.
The winners of the Taylor Airband would
then travel to whatever college was hosting
the regional Airband event and face off with
the other winning teams from the surrounding colleges. White’s group won the pictured
trophy during their time in regional Airband.
There was only one performance of Airband per night until about 10 years ago,
when ticket sellers accidentally sold twice
the amount of tickets to who could fit in the
chapel, according to Jeff Cramer, associate
professor of computer science & engineering. The administrators asked the groups to
perform twice, and made an announcement
that the second show was for students only,
and encouraged parents and Upland community members to come to the first performance of the night.
echo@taylor.edu

nights and tedious preparation. Parents, students, faculty and community
members alike will come together to
experience the night together, cheering on every piece of a continuously
changing tradition.
echo@taylor.edu

After two years of the same Masters
of Ceremonies (MCs), Airband has
new hosts to guide the audience
through this unique experience.
Elyse Horb, a senior film major,
and Noah Nemni, a junior Christian
ministries major, gathered earlier
this week to brainstorm. This involved watching old videos of previous Airband shows and gaining
insight from 1970s rock band videos from bands such as Journey.
Horb has been planning for years
now, and this year, it’s her time to
shine. Her freshman year, Kinsley
Koons (’14) was an MC, and since
then it has been her dream to get
on the stage.
“Kinsley was inspiring for me, to
see a girl on stage,” Horb said.
Once Horb and Nemni found their
creative space, they got right to work
brainstorming and using each other
to bounce ideas back and forth.
During this process, the two
evaluated what was most stressful
about their previous hosting role
during Nostalgia Night and decided
it was best to end the excessive—
six, to be exact—costume changes
between performances. While you

may not see a variety of costumes,
you will still get an experience like
none other from this year’s MCs.
They plan to make it as fun for the
audience as it is for them.
The duo gave some hints on
what might happen during the
show. They plan to showcase a
variety of carnival acts and Nemni might shave parts of his beard
off. He warned everybody to
watch closely.
Horb and Nemni have had past
experience with similar roles.
Last year, their Nostalgia Night
act was called “Noahstolgia Night
with Elyse.” However, Airband is
a change of pace for the duo, so
their plans look a little different
this time around.
“This is such a grander stage

than Nostalgia Night,” Nemni said.
“Nostalgia Night is something, but
this is Airband. So we’re going to
save the wholesome jokes for the
families and bring out more college
humor for the second (showtime).”
Horb and Nemni agreed that without each other, the creative ideas for
the show would fall apart. Horb explained that if she were on her own,
she wouldn’t be able to come up
with half of the ideas without working with Nemni. Considering the
amount of time and effort it takes
to plan hosting an event such as
Airband, Horb and Nemni needed
some assistance in a particular area
in the show.
“We have been taking tips on
how to announce the winners. We
have an announcing coach named
Steve Harvey who also coached the
Oscars this year,” Nemni said.
Horb continued to share that
Airband is a magical experience
and they are honored to be apart
of yet another Taylor tradition.
echo@taylor.edu
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Junior Noah Nemni and Senior Elyse Horb act as Masters of
Ceremonies for the 2017 Airband performance.
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“It was so terrible that it was awesome.”
Lip-syncing lecturers
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“lame,” according to him.
The performance Wallace was in
was set in a men’s bathroom where
students were getting ready for
the morning. Props included toilet plungers and scrub brushes. Unfortunately, this show did not take
home a trophy.
While the audition process was
not as stressful back then, one year
the Airband group Wallace was in
got disqualified in the middle of
their audition:
“We were just doing a rock song
and it was probably questionable . .
. not the lyrics, but the implications
of some of the things (the singers)
were saying, and so (the judges) were
like, ‘Nope, nope, nope, you’re done,’
and didn’t let us finish the audition,”
said Wallace.
Wallace attributed advances in
technology to how big Airband has
become. Special effects and light
shows were not part of the shows
when Wallace attended Taylor.
“(Airband now) is the difference between amatuer and professional . . . I
don’t ever remember losing sleep because of Airband,” Wallace said.

Professors in Airband
Gabby Carlson &
Chrysa Keenon

Life & Times Co-Editors

“I Wanna be a Cowboy” by Boys Don’t
Cry isn’t hitting any music charts in
2017. But three decades ago, when
those of us attending Taylor now
were just a twinkle in our parents’
eyes, five students were victorious
with their Airband rendition of the
cowboy tune. And playing a drum
made from a kettle with makeshift
cooking utensils was then-freshman
Jeff Cramer.
While the legend of Airband continues today, some of your professors
remember glory days of the famous
Taylor tradition.

Quinn White, Professor of
Education
Quinn White was the master of
Airband performances, according to
fellow faculty. He spent many years
choreographing shows, as well as
judging them. His most well-known
Airband performance, for producing
and starring in the performance of
Falco’s “Rock Me Amadeus.”
One of the groups he was in is the
reason there is now a screening process for performances.
“Back then they used to have this
big huge Jell-O thing at the salad bar,”
White said. “So we (were) painted just
like KISS (and) we did one of those
rock ‘n roll kicks with the guitar and
kicked the Jell-O so it (went) out into
the stands.”
They proceeded to sing “Lick It Up”
and a guy walked across the stage and
literally licked the Jell-O up. One band
member even had a ketchup packet
in his mouth and bit it, so “blood”
came out. A professor who was judging then got up and left. From that
point on, Airband songs and choreography had to be screened before performing onstage.
Ben Hotmire, Assistant Professor of
Education
Ben Hotmire recalled one of his favorite moments of Airband during
his time at Taylor. “One of the most
memorable acts was a group of ladies
that performed their act to ‘Step in
Time’ from Mary Poppins. Their choreography and costumes were really
impressive. I was a bit disappointed
because that group won (instead of
some of my friends), but those ladies
were definitely deserving. They were
a crowd favorite.”
Hotmire does not recall there being any Master of Ceremonies (MC)
during his time of attendance. However, he recalls some acts used real
trombones, trumpets and drum sets.
Andrew Draper, Assistant Professor
of Theology
During his years at Taylor, Andrew Draper lived on Second Samuel

Photograph provided by Jeff Cramer

Jeff Cramer makes an appearance with his son, Ethan, dressed
as characters from “The Andy Griffith Show.”

Morris. While his floor did not typically participate in the Airband festivities, he recalled one year when the
Brotherhood “did the best rendition of
the ’80s singer Carman’s ‘The Champion’ the world has ever seen.”
“The Brotherhood’s ‘The Champion’ skit included a bearded guy who
played Jesus boxing against a bald
guy whose entire head and torso was
painted red. It was so terrible that it
was awesome,” Draper said.
Despite the talent of Broho, Draper
said a team from Wengatz Hall normally took the first place prize. Draper pointed out that overplayed pop
songs are generally crowd favorites,
even back in the day.

Amy Stucky, Associate Athletic
Director
While Amy Stucky never participated directly in Airband as a student,
she attended a few times during her
studies at Taylor. Stucky remembered
the MCs and said their talent managing the house of spectators made the
night more hilarious.
According to Stucky, staff members and coaches made regular
appearances on stage along with
students.
“The administration was always being asked to be part of an
act,” Stucky said. “Even the dean of

students and hall directors would
get involved.”
The audition process was more
simple in Stucky’s day. According
to her, whatever group wanted to
be in Airband automatically got in
without having to try out. Airband
acts centered loosely around a central theme and seemed to lack the
competitive spirit that drives the
event today.
“I recall one group that used an
ironing board as a guitar,” Stucky said.
“The more outrageous (the props),
the funnier it was.”
Stucky said that Airband in her day
was much less of a competition and
more of an entertaining evening. Students did not stand outside waiting to
get into the chapel for hours like is the
norm today; if a student wished to attend, there was always an open seat.
Stucky said she believes Airband has
transformed into a challenge akin to
a reality competition TV show, much
like American Idol or Dancing with
the Stars.

Jeff Wallace, Chief of Campus Police
Jeff Wallace lived in Swallow Robin Hall during his freshman year at
Taylor, the last year when the dorm
was occupied exclusively by men.
His dorm created an Airband performance that was memorable but

Elizabeth Hasenmyer, Assistant
Professor of Biology
Elizabeth Hasenmyer met her
husband during an Airband performance. She was sitting in the crowd
next to her roommate and got introduced to her roommate’s boyfriend’s roommate. Later, they ended
up hitting it off and eventually tying
the knot.
Hasenmyer herself only participated in one of her wing’s (First
West Olson) productions of Airband. Hasenmyer said, “The practices were insane . . . They put me
in the back because I had no handeye coordination.”
Hasenmyer also recalled how Airband producers would sell DVD
recordings of the Airband performances. There was only a single show,
and students and parents alike would
wait in line to get into the chapel
for hours.
Edward Meadors, Professor of Biblical Studies
Last year, Edward Meadors made
his Airband debut in a group of
off-campus seniors’ rendition of “High
School Musical.”
“I was the coach (in ‘Get Your Head
in the Game’). I threw a basketball between students and walked around
while they did their choreography,”
Meadors said.
The choreography had to be
changed a bit to incorporate Meadors’
talents. However, he said there was a
distinct adrenaline rush to performing in a lip-syncing dance competition that is completely different than
speaking in chapel.
Jeff Cramer, Associate Professor of
Computer Science & Engineering
During his years studying at Taylor, Jeff Cramer lived on Fourth Samuel Morris and managed to take
home a victory at Airband during
his freshman year in a group of five
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performers. He played the drums
on a kettle around a fake campfire
while his upperclassmen teammates
danced to a rendition of “I Wanna Be
a Cowboy.” They practiced fewer than
five times for their act.
Cramer’s involvement in Airband did not stop there. During his
years as a professor, Cramer has
made guest appearances in two student acts.
“One year the seniors did a show
with the theme song from ‘The Andy
Griffith Show.’ (My 5-year-old son
and I) dressed up like Andy Griffith and his son, and all we did was
walk across the stage and walk back.
I was holding his hand, and he had
a fishing pole. He was a cute little
kid, and the crowd went crazy,” Cramer said.
If you were on campus last year,
you might remember Cramer as
Bowser in First East Olson and The
Boys’ Airband show, titled “Super Mario Bros.” The act took first place last
year. Cramer said working in that performance was more practice than he
had done in any other show and was
disappointed that so few of the student body actually recognized him in
his costume.
“I think (dancing) is what always made Airband so popular.
The choreography may not have
been as good (back then), and the
sets may not have been as big, but
there was always choreographed
dancing,” Cramer said. “It was the
one night that you kind of got away
with dancing.”
Cramer has been on the panel of
Airband judges about five times. He
recalled seniors starting the trend of
mashing up songs in the early `90s,
as the previous norm was just picking one or two songs to keep it simple.
Through the years, Cramer has
treasured a few favorite Airband
performances. Quinn White’s performance of “Rock Me Amadeus” with the members of the cross
country team stood out to Cramer
during his college years. FOSO’s performance of “Newsies” from about
eight to 10 years ago is his favorite
as a professor.
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Seth Neal@ THEsethneal
The ﬁrst three days of the week
are really just a countdown to
Southwest Chicken Salad day.
#tayloru #ilovethursdays
Caroline Shapley@ c_shap14
swiped by debit card 3 times
trying to get into my dorm hall
before realizing it. #tayloru
m a r i s s a@ marissa_gabel_
im sitting at the English front desk
and i just heard someone burp
from what sounds like the 3rd
ﬂoor #tayloru #keepinitclassy
Daniel@ WispedJoy
@khernando15 I really appreciate
the eﬀort you’re putting into trying
to stay in the Top #TaylorU Tweets
Lakota Hernandez@ khernando15
“Whenever I feel the urge to run, I
lay down until it goes away” - Dr.
Heth #tayloru
Emily Rose Little@ EmRoseL14
I got my yearbook picture taken
with fresh nap lines on my face &
I feel like that represents the real
me #tayloru
Hali Carner@ HaliCarner1
Well it took him 5 weeks but Dr
Diller can ﬁnally pronounce my
name right #Tayloru

@chrysakeenon:
While you were rehearsing for Airband, your local Newsies were
preparing your weekly Echo #tayloru #echograms @echo_tayloru

@carofineelizabeth:
I made a new friend and skated around by myself for several consecutive
laps, I’d call that a successful Sk8 D8! Huge thank you to Mitch for
saving my life on countless occasions #TaylorU #3bsk8d8 #3rdberg

tracy manning@ tracymanning46
Congrats to Bradley Jensen who
will be intern as a dresser at
Paciﬁc Conservatory Theatre in
Santa Maria, California. #tayloru
#tutheatre

“I had the easiest run-in, and it was still
frustrating for me,” Brown said. “I can’t
imagine people who had characters as
40-year-old women (who) were crippled.”
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STAR Financial Bank currently has no plans for the building that houses the Upland branch after it closes.

Local bank branch to close
Upland loses STAR
Financial Bank branch
Marian Douglas
Local Editor

The Upland office of Star Financial
Bank will be closing its doors for the
final time on June 9.
This upcoming closure will affect
many Taylor students. STAR Financial’s branch on Upland’s Main Street,
along with its ATM in the Hodson Dining Commons, has made STAR a convenient option for Taylor students
looking for a local bank.
The closing is largely due to what
STAR Financial’s Director of Corporate and Community Engagement
Melissa Schenkel called a change in
customers’ banking habits.
“Traffic in certain geographic locations isn’t enough to sustain specific branches,” Schenkel said. “Our
customers are utilizing our online
banking mobile app and video banking machines at the highest rate
in history.”
While the physical branch is being consolidated, STAR still plans on
keeping a presence in Upland. The

video banking machine located outside of the branch will continue to run
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.
Schenkel claimed that people can
conduct most of their banking through
the video banking machine, as well as
through STAR’s mobile app. “We have
invested heavily in our online and mobile app capabilities (by) allowing customers to open an account, apply for
a mortgage or loan or even deposit a
check at their convenience via a computer or smartphone,” she said.
Despite this investment, some
banking needs, like changing an account’s PIN, require a visit to one
of STAR’s physical branches. There
are more than 20 of these branches
throughout northeastern and central
Indiana, including a branch in Gas
City and multiple in Marion.
Currently, STAR plans to keep its
ATM in the Dining Commons. If this
were to change, a second ATM provided by First Merchants Bank can
be found in the Boren Campus Center, though it charges a transaction
fee of $3.00 for those who do not
hold a First Merchants’ account.
This is twice the $1.50 transaction
fee STAR’s ATM charges for non-STAR

account holders.
The decision to close the Upland
branch was not easy for STAR and
was the result of multiple meetings.
“Our roots in the Upland community
run deep,” Schenkel said. “However,
we have to do what is right for longterm sustainability.”
Those roots go back to the founding of STAR Financial. A 2013 Business People article celebrating STAR’s
70th year of business recounted
that beginning:
“In 1943, the Upland, Ind., branch
of Citizens State Bank was in danger of closing. Partners in the Marion Trucking Company feared the
bank’s death would spell disaster for
the community. Despite knowing little about banking, the trucking partners were confident that they could
save the town from financial ruin by
buying the bank and creating a customer-service based institution.”
Though the closing marks the end
of a long-standing Upland institution,
STAR’s many alternatives for banking
should ease the worries of Taylor students and Upland residents who bank
there.
echo@taylor.edu

Experiencing the unknown
Students participate
in refugee simulation
Brianna Kudisch
Features Editor

The room is dark.
You start moving up the stairs, but
you stumble because you can’t see.
You cautiously make your way up,
avoiding setting off a landmine that
threatens to end your trip before it
begins. When you finally reach the
top, you stumble toward the guards.
There’s shouting in another language
and confusion arises. Which line do
you get in? Where do you go?
This was the experience of students
who participated in Global Outreach
and the Sociology Department’s Refugee Simulation Monday and Tuesday
night as part of Social Justice Week.
The darkness, reproduced by blindfolds and turned-off lights, and landmines, in the form of bubble wrap, were
created by Director & Associate Professor of Public Health Bob Aronson and
Professor of Sociology Michael Jessup.

Started about five years ago, the refugee simulation is meant to give students a small glimpse into the journey
and life of a refugee. Feelings of vulnerability, fear, confusion and anxiety
are generated as students put themselves through the process of fleeing
their “home country” of Afghanistan
and taking refuge in Pakistan.
Prior to the simulation, Jessup talked to the groups, explaining the persecution the Afghan people are facing
and why they’re fleeing. He also described what the journey to Pakistan
would be like for the refugees.
When they arrive, each student is
assigned a personality complete with
a name, age, marital status, profession and list of family members. In
hopes of creating an authentic experience, women could only talk to those
in their “family”—recognizable by an
identifying symbol on their card. All
the women had to wear scarves covering their heads and guards and officials intentionally treated men better
than women.
After the landmines simulation,
students wandered to different

stations: an aid organization, food
station, health clinic, jail or an Urdu
language test. If a participant’s card
identified a health issue, then they
had to go to the health clinic first.
Students could possibly be denied
at any of the stations, sending them
back to the end of the line or into
a waiting period. Every 15 minutes
counted as a day, forcing students
to worry about eating food, staying
with their family and filling out applications each day.
Junior Graham Brown, whose identity was a 27-year-old healthy, unmarried male doctor felt uncomfortable,
despite his advantages as a young
male. “I had the easiest run-in, and
it was still frustrating for me,” Brown
said. “I can’t imagine people who
had characters as 40-year-old women (who) were crippled.”
After the event, a debriefing
prompted students to reflect on
their experience and pray for refugees, both those abroad and those on
campus. The key purpose of the simulation was to increase understanding and awareness of what refugees

BANK

Illustrated by Logan Bicknell

Other STAR Bank branches nearby:
931 E Main St, Gas City, IN 46933 (6.8 miles)
2948 S Western Ave, Marion, IN 46953 (13.5 miles)
315 S Adams St, Marion, IN 46952 (15.3 miles)
1127 N Baldwin Ave, Marion, IN 46952 (16.8 miles)
3300 N Everbrook Ln, Muncie, IN 47304 (20 miles)
400 N High St #100, Muncie, IN 47305 (21.4 miles)
3901 N Broadway Ave, Muncie, IN 47303 (22.9 miles)
go through, and possibly deepen empathy for those individuals.
Sophomore Katie Tupper’s character, a 22-year-old married woman with one son, had a head wound
and was malnourished. When she
arrived, she entered the health clinic for treatment but was then taken
to prison by guards, while waiting
for another treatment, for unknown reasons.
Tupper is currently working on a research project for her Orphans and
Vulnerable Children class, exploring
the health problems refugees face and
how they are being addressed.
“(The simulation made) me really
want to do something more,” she said.
“It’s a little bit of feeling helpless combined with a little bit of hopefulness
because I know there are a lot of problems, but there are people learning
more about the situation and trying
to help refugees wherever they can.”
The current refugee crisis has largely involved Syria, with almost five
million registered people having fled
Syria since 2011, when violent civil war
broke out, according to the UN Refugee Agency. As a result, refugees are
seeking asylum in neighboring Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and additional European countries.

But other countries have millions
of internally displaced people as well:
Among the 65.3 million people forced
to leave their homes, over 21 million
people are refugees, creating the largest displacement on record, according to the UN Refugee Agency.
Resettling refugees has been a
source of political turmoil for both
the European Union and the United
States. With the newly signed version
of the immigration executive order
from President Trump, which will go
into effect on March 16, there is no
longer an indefinite ban on Syrian refugees entering the U.S., but instead a
120-day suspension of the entire refugee program.
Despite the government’s position
on refugees, Christians have a clear
calling to care for refugees, according to Aronson and Jessup: “This is
not a multiple choice: Care for refugees (or) not care for refugees,” Jessup
said. “No, it’s pretty clear.”
“From the book of Isaiah, especially chapter 1 and chapter 58, to me,
it really seems like God despises . . .
personal piety that’s indifferent to oppression,” Aronson continued. “If all
we’re about is personal piety, it really leaves a bad taste in God’s mouth.”
echo@taylor.edu

Senior Blake Wheeler intently listens to professor Michael Jessup in the debriefing session after the two-hour refugee simulation hosted by the Sociology department and Global Outreach.
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What’s happening to The Haak?

According to Jennifer Moeschberger, the program will close because no
money is budgeted for the program.
“We did hope for it to be a long-term
thing,” she said.
Recruiting has been a challenge
for the program, partly due to the
hefty commitment it takes for students to live in an unfamiliar place
on campus. Scott Moeschberger,
assistant professor of psychology,
claims that many students interested
in the program did not want to leave
their dorms and live in The Haak for
two semesters.

“My understanding is that
The Haak is not a guaranteed
housing facility next year
but if it were, it would be
similar to the apartments.”

Photograph by Ruth Flores-Orellana

Sophomore Ruhama Mergia joined the Village Tree Program, hosted in Haakonsen Hall, because
she wanted to live with people who shared the same interests and passion.

The Village Tree
Experience comes
to a close
Danielle Barnes
Contributor

Haakonsen Hall will not be a residence hall for Village Tree Program participants next year due to

students’ lack of interest in the program. Instead it will be considered
for possible off-campus housing
next fall.
The Village Tree Program is being discontinued next year due to
various reasons, including lack of
funds, miscommunication and recruiting. Haakonsen Hall, affectionately known as “The Haak,” is tucked
away between English Hall and the

Why should we CARE?
What the CARE
conference is and
why it is postponed
Braden Ochs
Contributor

As of this week, the CARE conference,
an all-day annual seminar-style Taylor event sponsored by the Honors
Guild and Village Tree, has been postponed from April to an undecided fall
semester date.

The CARE conference is an event
that brings in experts on vulnerable
children, both in the U.S. and abroad.
This conference focuses on themes
which include orphan care, foster
care and adoption, anti-trafficking,
refugees and environmental justice.
It is aimed toward college students,
including any Taylor student with a
desire to learn more about orphans
and vulnerable children around
the world.
The Honors Program, sponsor for the conference, has decided to postpone it to Fall 2017. Scott

intramural fields at the southern
edge of campus.
Inside those four walls, Taylor’s
first ever Living Learning Community called The Village Tree Experience
has been housed. The program has
existed for three years, with this year
being its last. It was created by Jennifer Moeschberger, director of honors programming and The Village
Tree Experience.
Moeschberger, associate dean of the
Honors Program, said:
“We looked through all the constituents and all the people that
could be impacted by it, and we
felt like moving it to the fall was a
better decision.” Moeschberger believed scheduling it for the Spring
semester would conflict with many
other Taylor events going on during
this time, such as Airband, Heritage Weekend, Nostalgia Night
and others.
The CARE conference, despite its
postponement, is an event the campus can put on their calendars. Leila
Vanest, student cabinet member for
the Honors Program, is familiar with

“We had a lot of people who were
interested in a (single) semester, but
many did not want to give up a whole
year,” Scott Moeschberger said.
Another factor in the decision to
discontinue the use of The Haak for
The Village Tree involves program
information, which was misunderstoond by students. Many students
were unaware of the qualifications of
living in The Haak and being a part of
The Village Tree Experience.
For example, many students didn’t
know that they weren’t required to
have an Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) minor. Although The Haak
will no longer house the program, the
OVC minor will continue to exist.

Image provided by Paige McCourt Altered by Mindy Wildman

The CARE conference has been
postponed until a later date.

some of the 2015 speakers, including
Susan Hillis, Johnny Carr and Jena
Lee Nardella.
“We had a speaker (last year) talk
about adoption; the theology of adoption and why Jesus is a model for

One of the Haak’s possible futures
could be an off-campus housing option. This means that it would follow the rules and regulations of
all residence halls. It would have
a PA, open house hours and, most
likely, be an all-girls apartment.
Lori Slater, housing coordinator,
opened this idea to juniors and seniors who attended the off-campus
housing meeting.
“My understanding is that The
Haak is not a guaranteed housing facility next year but if it were, it would
be similar to the apartments,” Slater said.
The Haak housed Village Tree students from different majors such
as Sustainable Agriculture, Public
Health, PPE and Art who all shared a
common interest: orphans and vulnerable children.
Senior sociology major Wes Morgan values the knowledge he gained
from the program. “Being a part of
this program has impacted me in
broadening my knowledge about orphans and vulnerable children,” Morgan said. “I used to just see problems
as an outsider, but I’m able to get the
deeper knowledge of its problems
and solutions.”
As The Village Tree program comes
to a close, it will remain in the hearts
of those who were involved.
“I lived with nine people so we were
able to establish a really close friendship, unlike any other dorms,” said
sophomore public health major Ruhama Mergia. “I will miss the people
that I’ve became close with and the
peacefulness of The Haak.”
echo@taylor.edu
adopting orphans,” Vanest said.
The hope for the conference is to
engage students with passions to
adopt or care for children. It provides a good way to educate students who are already interested in
or want to learn more about vulnerable children.
“My hope,” Moeschberger said, “is
to empower students to make changes in this world and to equip them to
make these changes.”
The CARE conference will be rescheduled on a Friday between October 27 and November 3. It will be
hosted in the LaRita Boren Campus Center.
echo@taylor.edu

Chimes and times
Carillon features will
be added this spring
Annabelle Blair
News Co-Editor

The Rice Bell Tower will soon have
the ability to project more than music due to a donation of electronic
carillon by Dr. Paul Gentile (’52) of
Fort Wayne. The carillon, a set of
speakers in the tower, are played
using a computer system, which is
located in the Smith-Hermanson
music building.
A new feature of the carillon system will allow campus police to access the bell tower speakers and
project emergency warnings. It will
also give Lisa Royal, music program
assistant, who currently maintains
the carillon playlist, access to the selection of available songs from her
office computer.

“I want to always keep Christ at
Taylor and in our daily (lives). I
thought it would be nice to have
those carillons in the morning
( for students) to hear The Lord’s
Prayer—and just keep in touch.”
The current carillon were installed
by Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. in
September 2016, but not all its digital features are enabled, including
access to the carillon control box by
another computer. Nelson Rediger
(’66), regional director of development, said the features will be enabled when the carillon port is set
up. The carillon is expected to be fully functioning by late spring, according to Rediger and Jeff Wallace, chief
of police.

In order to control the carillons
from another computer, Gregory
Schwartz, engineering manager at
Schulmerich Carillons, said the carillons need to have access to the Taylor
network. That would require plugging a network cable into the port
on the back of carillon. The computer user will then have to download a
free app to access the carillon control box.
Dr. Gentile donated the first set
of carillon for the tower in the late
’70s in honor of his wife Barb (’50),
according to Rediger. When Rediger told him the bell tower was under construction in summer 2016,
Dr. Gentile offered to purchase
new digital carillon with up-todate technology.
Dr. Gentile requested The Lord’s
Prayer and a patriotic song be played
on the new carillon as students are
going to class in the morning. He
hopes the carillon will encourage
Taylor students in their faith as well
as ring loudly enough to minister to
the Upland community.
“These are things that bring the
campus together,” Dr. Gentile said.
“I want to always keep Christ at Taylor and in our daily (lives). I thought
it would be nice to have those carillons in the morning ( for students)
to hear The Lord’s Prayer—and just
keep in touch.”
Royal said Taylor faculty who
live in Upland told her they hear
the bells from their homes several
blocks away.
The carillon are a valuable supplement to existing emergency notification systems, according to Wallace.
“We are always looking into ways
we can provide additional layers of
safety for our campus community,
so the generous donation of the new
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Usually Lisa Royal, music program assistant, has to walk to the box where the carillon control system is stored
to change the bell schedule. The new digital carillon will allow her to select songs from her computer.

carillon system is certainly a blessing
for Taylor University that we should
all be very thankful for,” he said.
In the case of a safety emergency,
outdoor notification systems will
be limited in their projection due to
unpredictable acoustics. Wallace encouraged students to still enroll in
TUAlert as the primary means of receive safety messages.
During the 2016 fi scal year, Taylor received $9.3 million in alumni
gifts. Rediger said alumni donations
have impacted campus much more
than many students are aware. “You
refer to that as the Rice Bell Tower,”
he said. “But the bell part is Gentile;
otherwise it would just be two towers with no music.”
echo@taylor.edu
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According to Nelson Rediger, regional director of development,
the new carillon can play up to 1,000 different songs.

“I believe that when we get together to pray,
God moves and works.”
Around the Keffieh
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Each Middle East prayer group meeting focuses on a different country. This week,
the group gathered around the Keffieh and focused on Tunisia.

A Middle Eastfocused prayer group
launches on campus
Katherine Yeager
News Co-Editor

Every Wednesday from 9–10 p.m., a
group of students meet in the Memorial Prayer Chapel to pray for a
different nation in the Middle East.
The group was formed this semester
by sophomore Abigail Roberts who
leads the group in a time of learning,
worship, prayer and intercession.

-

A red and white Keffieh (KEFFYAY)—a traditional Jordanian Bedouin scarf—is sprawled across the
carpet. The scarf is symbolic of
national pride in Jordan, the nation where Roberts spent her high
school years. Prior to living in Jordan, Roberts grew up in Syria, the
home she left when she was 12. Roberts believes prayer connects her to
the people and beauty of Syria—a
place to which she hopes to return someday.
When Roberts thought of attending college, she knew her primary
goal: to start a Middle East prayer
group. She wanted to emphasize the

importance of prayer and worship
she saw in her parent’s faith and emulate a similar Middle East prayer
group started by a friend at Moody
Bible Institute. After spending a
semester in Taylor’s Irish Studies
Program last fall and serving with
Youth With a Mission (YWAM) in Nepal last spring, Roberts arrived for
her first semester on campus and
launched the group a month and a
half ago.
“I love creative prayer,” Roberts
said. One week when the group
prayed for the persecuted church
in Egypt, they emulated the setting of the persecuted church with

-
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a dark room and hushed tones.
Sometimes the group partakes in
communion, creates art based off
of prayers or eats Middle Eastern
food like dates.
During this Wednesday’s prayer
group, the focus was Tunisia. On the
Keffieh, Roberts set a small dish of
dates, a worn leather Bible, a map
of the Middle East, several drawings and various papers, one with
the word “Tunisia” handwritten at
the top.
Throughout the meeting, as Roberts heard what she believed to be
“prayers of power,” she wrote them
on the sheet. She encouraged group
members to pray in full faith that
what they pray will happen.
Roberts turned on an Arabic worship song, which she explained is
about giving everything up to God.
She sees worship as a time to refocus. She then described the historical, cultural and religious context
of Tunisia, the nation that began the
Arab Spring in 2010. The focus for
prayer became church persecution,
Tunisian pastors and youth.
Three students, including Roberts, gathered around the Keffieh to
pray. Junior Joseph Mosse grew up
as a missionary kid (MK) in Ukraine
and will be spending part of his
summer living in Lebanon. Senior
Daniel Ford, an MK who grew up in
Hungary and Kazakhstan, has a passion for both film and stories, especially those he has heard from the
Middle East.
Mosse and Ford are the respective president and vice president of
Mu Kappa, a campus fellowship for
MKs. This year, several members of
the group are from the Middle East,
including Roberts. Mosse, who has
long held an interest in the Middle East, sees the group as a small
yet tangible way to transition from
learning about and discussing the
Middle East to moving toward action and involvement.
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“I’m glad that we have opportunities like the refugee simulations,
speakers (who) come to talk about
conflict in the Middle East and missionaries who talk about the church
and the gospel in the Middle East, but
it often feels like the response of our
campus stops there,” Mosse said.
Mosse is encouraged by the Middle
East prayer group’s ability to recognize other students’ interest to move
beyond conversations and toward a
commitment to pray. Mosse believes
the power of prayer cannot be underestimated and hopes more people
will attend the prayer group and begin to find ways to reach out to Muslims and engage in action.
Ford believes in the importance of
prayer and sees a lack of it on campus. He sees the prayer group as an
opportunity for growth.
“There is so much oppression and
injustice in the Middle East, and it is
in desperate need of the gospel and
the Spirit of God,” Ford said. “I believe that when we get together to
pray, God moves and works.”
The group is open to all students,
and Roberts encourages others to
pray for hope for the Syrian people. She hopes that the Syrian people who were dispersed will be able
to return home one day and rebuild
the nation.
Roberts encourages students to
learn more about the persecuted
church in the Middle East. Christians only comprise 3–4 percent of
the Middle East, a steep drop from
20 percent 100 years ago due to a
variety of factors such as Islamic
extremism to blasphemy laws according to the Berggruen Institute.
In the back of the Memorial
Prayer Chapel is a table with various
resources used by the group including a tri-fold board with more information. Roberts welcomes anyone
to use the resources for prayer when
they visit the prayer chapel.
echo@taylor.edu
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“VanDerMolen hopes the tiles will spark
mild curiosity to the many people who
pass by. That mild curiosity has potential
to grow into an awareness of surroundings
and beauty.”
“Four Corners”
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A&E Events

music and 300 glasses

Taylor University Spring
Break trip to Greece
Grace Hooley
Staff Writer

If you need glasses, you can get them.
You can attend concerts and meaningful plays in performance venues
minutes from your dorm room. Other countries may not have those luxuries. This spring, members of the
Taylor Sounds, Playback Theatre and
Wes Rediger will be bringing these
three things to Greece.
From March 18 to March 26, volunteers from the Taylor Sounds and
the Playback Theatre Group are venturing to Athens, Greece, to work in
three refugee camps. Professor of Music and Director of Choral Ensembles
JoAnn Rediger will lead the Sounds
members, and Managing and Artistic
Director of Theatre Tracy Manning
will lead the Playback group.
Several individuals will also
join the two groups. Senior and
Film and Media Production major
Jamie Bell will document the trip,
and former Sounds members Renae Timbie (’07) and Mark Vanest
(’92) will translate. Dean of School
of Humanities and Arts and Biblical Studies Michael Hammond
hopes to build academic opportunities by observing the ministry and different programs that
might be possible for other Taylor students interested in coming over. He will be joined by his
daughter, Elizabeth Hammond.
Wes Rediger, JoAnn Rediger’s
husband, will bring glasses to fit
refugees in need of proper eyewear.
These volunteers have joined for
various reasons, but they all have
one main goal: extending a hand
to refugees.
This group wants to be the hands
and feet of hope. Five volunteers
from the Taylor Playback Theatre
will be listening to and retelling

refugee stories with children and
teenagers in “theatre camps.” These
actors and actresses hope to absorb
the refugee story and retell it while
sharing scripture.
The Sounds will also be performing, but these performances
will have a twist. They will include
choirs created from the refugee
camps they visit. This group will be
working with senior Diana Romeos
and her family’s organization, Advancing the Ministry of the Gospel,
to prepare and teach the refugees
this music. Right now, the refugees are already learning the musical pieces, so when the Sounds
arrive, they’ll be ready to rehearse.
Later in this trip, the Sounds will
perform with these refugee choirs
in churches.
“We will be making music with them,
not just entertaining them,” JoAnn
Rediger said. “We are trying to form
choirs that remain when we leave.”

combines her old and new appreciation for the different forms of art.
Leading up to the show’s opening
on Saturday, VanDerMolen placed 12
new tiles around campus each day.
The wavy black and gray patterns may
not catch students’ attentions right
away. Some students might pause as
they recognize a name on the name
plate paired with every tile.
Senior Beth Shrontz saw an unusually placed tile in a stairwell in Metcalf.
She also noticed it was named “Beth.”
“I looked at it a little closer, but I
don’t remember what it really looked
like.” Shrontz said. “I was more concerned as to why my name was under
the tile and who put it there.”
Even though the tile probably
wasn’t named after her, Shrontz was
not the only student curious about
the tiles. MAHE student Lauren Carter
noticed a tile while filling her cup at a
drinking fountain in Ayres. She wondered about the tile and the name,
Laura, underneath.

VanDerMolen named all of her
tiles after people who had an influence on her during her time at Taylor. Those experiences with those
people portray something beautiful to her.
“One of the things I love most about
art is just, like, looking for the hidden beauty in it,” VanDerMolen said.
“I think that’s one of the ways that
God connects with the human soul.
Through any experience with art,
there’s a touch of that beauty, a touch
of that eternal aspect. In these tiles, I
want to get at the individual experience with that.”
VanDerMolen hopes the tiles will
spark mild curiosity to the many people who pass by. That mild curiosity
has potential to grow into an awareness of surroundings and beauty.
Ten new tiles, combined with 20
tiles from around campus and a book
of photographed tiles, will form VanDerMolen’s final display. She is one
of four seniors working in the gallery

this week.
Senior Kaitlyn Weaver voiced her
excitement and fear concerning the
show while hanging up shelves for
her display.
“This feels like the culmination of
four years at Taylor, so just allowing
people to step in and see what I care
about and the skill I’ve been practicing and building for four years,”
Weaver said. “There’s also a ton of
fear in that.”

Weaver fears having her art come
together and not meeting the way
she envisioned the final product, but
she is excited to show her family and
friends all her hard work.
Seniors VanDerMolen, Weaver,
Natalie Halleen and Vanessa Gramling will fill “Four Corners” of Metcalf Gallery tomorrow from 6–8 p.m.
The exhibition will be open until
March 31.
echo@taylor.edu

interesting character: once an outspoken Christian writing songs about
his faith and doubts in Pedro the Lion,
he has since fallen away from the faith
Paul Jacobson
and now mostly writes songs dealing
with crumbling marriages, existential
Contributor
anxiety and arguments with God. His
If there’s one thing I appreciate in newest album, “Care” covers all these
a musician, it’s honest songwriting. topics and more, and it’s done in a
David Bazan is an honest songwrit- way only Bazan could do it.
er; he’s one of the most honest songSimilar to his 2016 release, “Blanwriters I can think of. Bazan is an co,” “Care” has Bazan swapping his

guitar for synthesizers and drum machines. A majority of the songs are
sparsely constructed, featuring little
more than looping arpeggios, simple
drum patterns and interspersed synth
chords. In terms of the instrumentation, “Up All Night,” “Lazerbeams” and
“Keep Trying” are some of the poppiest
sounding songs Bazan’s written, while
“Permanent Record” sounds like it
could have come from the soundtrack
of the television program “Twin Peaks.”
The one thing connecting this wide
variety of tracks is Bazan’s vocals. And
rightfully so, as each song has an engaging story to tell. Singles “Care” and
“The Ballad of Pedro y Blanco” are two
of the brighter spots on the album,

both sonically and lyrically; the former focuses on two friends that resist
their attractions to one another to remain faithful to their spouses, and the
latter shows the contentment and fulfillment found in a lifelong marriage.
My biggest gripe with this album
is that some of the songs sound a little too sparse; a little too half-baked.
While “Blanco” had a similar sound,
those songs felt more complete than
the ones on “Care.” On the other
hand, Bazan’s storytelling and honesty hasn’t faltered, which, for many, is
the biggest draw to his music to begin
with. Bazan’s never been one for extravagant instrumentation and complex song structures; his lyrics have

always taken precedence in his music. While I enjoy this album, I don’t
enjoy it as much as his previous material. The honesty is still there, but
the music itself doesn’t quite satisfy. It’s not as if his songwriting has
taken a step back when he made the
switch to a synth-driven sound. It’s
just that I much prefer the sound on
his older work than on these past
two albums.
RATING: 6/10
FAVORITE TRACKS: Care, Sparkling
Water, Inner Lives, The Ballad of Pedro y Blanco
LEAST FAVORITE TRACKS: Make
Music, Lazerbeams
echo@taylor.edu

This year’s Greece team will be under half the size of last year’s and made up of volunteers.

“Four Corners”

Art education seniors
open art exhibition
Laura Koenig

A&E Editor

The work of four senior art education students will reach to the four
corners of Metcalf Gallery and beyond this Saturday. As the seniors
pieced together their displays, Taylor students noticed new art appearing beyond the gallery walls. Starting
on Monday, small, four-inch square
ceramic tiles painted with glaze dotted the halls and alcoves of multiple
academic buildings. A small name
plate accompanies each black and
white square.
Senior Mariana VanDerMolen created 70 of these tiles for her display titled
“I Spy: The Mediation of Looking.” VanDerMolen came to Taylor with a love for
drawing and painting on two-dimensional surfaces, but she is leaving with
a newfound love for ceramics. Each tile

Album review: David
Bazan – “Care”

Along with forming a choir, the
group will be bringing eyewear
to the refugee camps. Wes Rediger’s friend, Gordan Mendenhall
(’70), shared that he was fitting
men, women and children in Africa with the correct eyewear to see
the world around them, and that’s
when the idea popped into Wes Rediger’s head: he could do the same
in Greece. Mendenhall taught Wes
Rediger how to fit someone with the
right pair of glasses, and Wes Rediger began sharing with different organizations in hopes of donations.
Wes Rediger now has over 300 pairs
of glasses to take with him overseas.
This will be the Sounds’ fourth
trip to Greece. With each adventure the Sounds take, they build on
the last one. According to JoAnn
Rediger, the most recent trip to
Greece only entailed one refugee
camp. The Sounds and Playback
will be stationed in Athens and will
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travel to three refugee camps: an
Afghani camp, a Sunni camp and a
Kurdish camp.
“We hope to simply offer our gifts,
engage people with the Psalms and
its themes and be a faithful presence
in the culture,” Manning said.
Senior Grace Bolinger, a member of Playback going on the trip,
is excited to be working alongside
the Sounds, and she hopes God
will move through them all as they
work. She sees the language barrier and witnessing the difficult circumstances the refugees live in
as challenging.
“Please be praying,” Bolinger said.
“I think a lot of us don’t necessarily
know what to expect, but I do feel the
Lord helping prepare us, and I feel His
presence surrounding our work. We
need to be fully dependent on Him,
because apart from Him, we can do
absolutely nothing.”
echo@taylor.edu

Senior Mariana VanDerMolen hangs one of her 70 tiles.
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OPINIONS

“Other countries must be careful not to put North
Korea in a situation where it thinks it must use
its weapons to survive or defeat its enemies.”
Should the world intervene in
North Korea?
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What’s the Church really saying to young people?

We have lots of
programs—but what are
we saying with them?

millennials often criticize the Church
for being out of touch. The young people polled described modern Christianity as overprotective and scared
of the secular world. Kinnaman and
Hawkins summarized these attitudes
by saying “This generation does not
see a divide between the sacred and
the secular, at least not in the way
their parents do.”
Several notable Christians (including

VeggieTales creator Phil Vischer and recent Taylor chapel speaker Amy Peterson) have noted that many Generation
X Christians emphasize the difference
between the sacred and the secular.
Generation X includes people born between 1961 and 1981. To Generation X
members, full-time ministry work, such
as pastoring or missions, was the most
holy activity a Christian could pursue.
Being a good Christian was about going

abroad or contributing to an individual church. Serving God in the secular
world, a lifestyle many millennials value, wasn’t even on the agenda.
Generation X’s attitude had a negative effect on how Christians use
their resources. Christians, especially evangelical ones, have their own
sub-culture of Christian products, entertainment and even news outlets.
But until recently this sub-culture

always focused on Christians making
religious resources, emphasizing the
divide between the sacred and secular that millennials dislike. Christian
artists or entrepreneurs working in
the secular world tend to be ignored.
So, the Church has plenty of structures and resources for reaching
millennials. But millennials want to
know how to deal with society’s problems, and most Christians avoid that
topic unless it involves full-time ministry or perhaps politics.
The good news is that the situation
is slowly changing. New Christian publications such as RELEVANT magazine
focus on how Christianity intersects
with American culture. New Christian
organizations, such as the Verge Network, teach people how to spread the
Gospel in their neighborhoods. As pastor Alan Briggs said in the title of his
recent book, staying is the new going.
The ground is shifting under the
feet of the American Church. We’re
moving from a view that was all about
dividing the things you do for God
and things you do in your regular life
to a view where those two can mingle.
If we support this change, the Church
can attract millennials. If we fight it,
the millennial exodus from churches
will likely continue.
echo@taylor.edu

Students and faculty
express frustrations
with parking

This is parking at Taylor University.
Despite flaws seen in the above experiment, Taylor does benefit student
drivers more than other universities. Unlike colleges such as Purdue
and Stanford, which have freshman
parking bans, our school allows firstyear students to bring a vehicle after
Thanksgiving. Some freshmen can apply earlier to get a permit.
But just because Taylor offers each
student a seat doesn’t mean there are
enough chairs to go around.
Students already struggle to park
without inventing spots, a common
occurrence in the Gerig and English
lot, or getting a ticket for leaving
their cars in off-limit areas. Even if
enough parking exists, senior Erin
Gautille said drivers must deposit their vehicles far away from their
dorms:
“When you come back late at night,
and it’s cold, (parking far away) does
not even feel like an option.”

Enrollment has skyrocketed to
2,100 students according to U.S. News
and World Report, with ever-growing
demand for parking spots.
For instance, during the Campus
Center construction in 2015 and 2016,
our school removed a huge parking
lot and replaced it with grass, according to Terrance Volden, the technical
director for the theater.
“We didn’t have enough parking before the Boren Center was built,” Volden said. “I would be very interested
to know if they actually know if the
number of registered vehicles even fit
in the parking lots they are supposedly assigned to.”
Volden has also expressed frustrations about the University’s aversion
to signs which indicate when and
where students can park. He didn’t
understand how Taylor could put
up plaques explaining the history
of buildings on campus, yet no placards exist in the theatre lot indicating

only faculty can park there. The vague
rules online, which are about six years
out of date, still leave students and
faculty, such as Volden and Gautille,
confused about where they can and
cannot park.
Although faulty, our experiment
in the first paragraph can use a
few adjustments.
Adjustment One: Add signs in
parking lots to clarify where students
can and cannot park.
Adjustment Two: Assign each student and faculty member to a particular spot in a lot closest to his or her
dorm or office.
Adjustment Three: If possible,
build another parking lot for the overflow of incoming students. If enrollment continues to increase, this may
be inevitable.
Above all, if you make a student
pay for a seat, they’re going to expect
a chair.
echo@taylor.edu

G. Connor Salter
Contributor

If effort is the only measure of success in the Church’s attempts to reach
millennials, then the Church is doing great. There are plenty of youth
group programs dedicated to reaching young people. Christian organizations supply dozens of articles, Bible
studies and other resources to help
young Christians thrive.
Yet according to research from the
Barna Group, the overall picture isn’t
very good. Their recently published
book “You Lost Me” by David Kinnaman
and Aly Hawkins found that 59 percent
of young Christians have stopped regularly attending church. Kinnaman and
Hawkins noted that these young people
aren’t always rejecting Jesus, but they’re
rejecting communities that would keep
their faith strong.
If a lack of effort from the Church
isn’t why millennials are leaving, the
new question is what we as members
of the Church are communicating with
all these resources for young people.
The Barna Group’s study found that
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Churches around the nation need to find a way to connect to millennials.

Photograph by Luke A. Wildman

Parking up the wrong tree
Hope Bolinger
Copy Editor

Try this experiment: place 10 tired
students in a large football stadium
with 10 chairs. Place some seats in far
corners of the field and make the weary souls walk a great distance. Squish
others together, tightening the space
so much that students practically sit
on top of each other. Reserve some
places for members from outside of
the field. Throw some hazardous objects such as baseballs at some of the
furniture, and make people pay a fine
if they park in the wrong chair by accident. Fine others for sitting in spots
absent of a chair. Above all else, make
sure the students know little or nothing about the rules for this odd test.

Should the world intervene in North Korea?
Volatile, dangerous
and . . . unstoppable?
Wilson Alexander
Staff Writer

North Korea is one of most wellknown but least understood countries in the world. Everyone is familiar
with this stretch of land on the Korean peninsula and its dictator, Kim
Jong-un, but no one knows exactly
what goes on inside those borders.
However, the international community needs to find out quickly, because
the North Korean regime continues
to make headlines for all the wrong
reasons. On February 12, North Korea declared it had tested a nuclear
missile with the ability to strike North
America , according to an article from
The Guardian. The following day,
Kim Jong-nam, the half-brother of
the current leader and ex-heir of the
country’s dictatorship, was killed in
Malaysia. According to the South Korean government, he was killed on orders by the North Korean authorities,
as reported by The Independent. According to Reuters, North Korea tested another missile on March 6.
Because of its nuclear weapons,
their human rights violations and their

hostility to virtually every other country in the world, North Korea obviously
poses a threat to world peace. It is less
clear how the international community
should respond. The world must take
certain political realities into account.
The first obstacle to action against
North Korea is the North Korean nuclear program. No one knows the true intentions of Kim Jong-un or his advisors,
and no one knows under what circumstances Jong-un would use his weapons. Other countries must be careful

not to put North Korea in a situation
where it thinks it must use its weapons
to survive or defeat its enemies.
A second obstacle to action is the
question of what or who would replace the current regime. Over the
last decade, the problems in Iraq with
ISIS and the division in the country
since Saddam Hussein’s defeat in
2003 have shown that an attempt
to oust a bad leader can create even
more problems.
A third important factor is the
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North Korea is an international threat to world peace.

interests of other Asian countries,
mainly China. China has long been
North Korea’s ally, providing them
aid after the fall of the USSR. Although
North Korea’s nuclear weapons are a
threat to China, it is in China’s strategic interests to tie themselves to a
country with a similar political regime on the Korean Peninsula. They
benefit from having communist allies
to strengthen them in that region.
Throughout modern history, the
international community has been
governed by the rule of non-interventionism: one country cannot invade
or interfere in the affairs of another. North Korea is a danger to world
peace, but there is no international agreement on how to deal with it.
Without that agreement, it is difficult
to justify any intervention.
In short, although North Korea is
a dangerous country, and there are
many people suffering there, overthrowing the dictatorship and replacing it with a new government would
not be easy. I believe the leaders of the
free world must propose a solution
to this great problem, and soon, because the longer Kim Jong-un stays in
power, the more dangerous he will become and the more people will suffer.
echo@taylor.edu

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
luke_wildman@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500–700 words.
The Echo only accepts submissions from current faculty, staff or students.

TROJAN NATION

“Running is like a bank that takes deposits of
hard work, effort and doing the little things,
but race day is payday.”
Trojans earn All-American honors at
indoor nationals

TheEchoNews.com
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did not make a basket until the 9:15
mark in the second half.
This game was Hall’s second worst
game of the season in terms of points.
One game earlier this season he
scored three points, but that was because he only played 10 minutes as a
result of injury.
While this game was played on a
high-stakes stage, the Trojans handled it as if it were any other game.
“We honestly didn’t feel any pressure
or anything like that going into this,” senior Lane Vander Hulst said. “I think we
were all more excited than nervous, to
be honest. We had a good feeling going in.”
Warner knocked Taylor’s lead down
to four with 39 seconds left to play, yet
Taylor did not lose composure. The
Trojans held out as senior Eric Cellier sealed the deal by making two important free throws at the end.
Junior Keaton Hendricks said that
Taylor
made a great team effort to
Photograph by Sean Quillen
achieve
this victory. The team perJunior Tim Fleming held NAIA leading scorer Warren Hall to 14 points in Taylor’s first-round upset against Warner on Wednesday night.
formed well overall, and four players
ended up having 10 points or more.
“We’ve never been favorites,” Hendricks said. “We walk out on the court,
and we’re not the best-looking team
from appearance: we don’t have the
biggest guys. It’s kind of the mentality that we have (as) the underdog. We
like it; we thrive in it.”
On paper, Taylor may not be the best
The final score indicated a moderate- the second highest scorer in all of col- team in the tournament, but they are
Taylor upsets Warner
ly close game, but in the first half, it was lege basketball and the top scorer in moving on to the next round. March
to advance to Sweet 16
Taylor’s game. Warner converted an au- the NAIA. Hall averaged 31.1 points per Madness usually has a good amount
thoritative alley-oop dunk in the open- game this season.
of upsets every year. Being an under“Tim Fleming did a terrific job on dog could play to Taylor’s advantage.
Justin Chapman
ing seconds of the game. The Trojans
proceeded to go on a 10–0 run with the him, and then as a team just being in
Andrews knows how important
Sports Co-Editor
help of three-pointers from sophomore the gap and executing defensive as- it is to stay composed and comsignments was critical for our early pete in a mature manner. The tourThe Taylor men’s basketball team Evan Crowe and junior Tim Fleming.
Execution on defense and making start,” head coach Josh Andrews said. nament is not an environment any
claimed their first NAIA national
tournament victory since 2006 on big shots were the two main reasons “And it helped that we made some current player on the team has experienced. Even though this is all new
Wednesday night. The 25th-ranked for Taylor’s success. Overall, the Tro- shots on the other end.”
In Taylor’s victory, Hall managed to for them, they expect themselves to
Trojans upset No. 8 Warner by a score jans shot 49 percent from the field
only score 14 points while going 4–20 perform well.
of 73–67 in what appeared to be a and held the Royals to 38.3 percent.
from
the field. His lone two points in
competitive game, despite the Trojans
“We’re playing as a confident ball
Fleming was a major factor in this
the
fi
rst
half were free throws, and he team right now,” Hendricks said.
controlling the majority of the contest. game. He guarded senior Warren Hall,
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Men’s basketball getting

hot at the right time

Trojans earn All-American
honors at indoor nationals
Track and field teams
finish indoor season
on a high note
Kayla Springer
Staff Writer

The men’s and women’s track and
field teams had an exciting and
emotion-filled weekend in Johnson City, Tennessee, as both teams
circled their way around the track
and onto the NAIA National Championship podium.
The men fought their way to a
14th-place overall team finish, racking up more points than all but one
Crossroads League team. The women posted their best showing at an
indoor nationals meet in nearly a
decade, outscoring all Crossroads
League teams and ending in a tie for
20th place in overall team standings.
The team went in with high expectations, knowing that every
event had a legitimate opportunity
to go All-American. All-American
status is awarded to the scoring or
podium finishers at the national
meet. In the end, 50 percent of the
events did just that, totaling nine

Trojans receiving All-American honors while posting some of the fastest
times in Taylor history.
For the men, the All-American finishers included senior Matt Hall and
junior Joe Beamish. Hall became a
seven-time All-American at the
meet, breaking his own school record in the 5,000-meter run with a
time of 14:49.87 and earning himself a third-place finish in the event.
Beamish also ran a great race in his
own right, coming away with a new
personal record of 8:39.63 in the
3,000-meter finals and an eighth
place finish in the event.
The veteran runners were joined
in All-American honors by two
freshmen in Caleb Anthony and Jonathan DeHaan. Anthony capped off
his impressive indoor debut with a
tie for second place in the finals
of the 60-meter hurdles, falling
short only to the event’s defending national champion. DeHaan
secured seventh place in the pole
vault with a 4.72 clearance and a career-best mark.
“I’m very thankful for all the guys
on the team,” Hall said. “My prayer
is that they can continue this trajectory over the years by setting an

example for the program and inspiring skilled recruits to come to
Taylor. It’s a never-ending process
of handing off the baton to the next
group of guys who will strengthen the program and glorify God in
the process.”
All-American finishers on the
women’s side included a pentad of
underclassman in the long jump
and the 4x800-meter relay. Sophomore Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh entered
the meet as the sixth seed, but secured a well-deserved third-place
finish after soaring to a 5.83 meter
jump—0.13 meters better than her
previous career best indoor mark.
Sakeuh also competed in the 60-meter hurdles, finishing 11th overall
with a time of 9.00 seconds.
Accompanying Sakeuh and rounding out the rest of the All-American
finishers were the four members of
the women’s 4x800 relay team. After
a record-breaking time of 9:19.94 in
the semifinals, sophomores Rachel
Blagg, Margie Crosby, Anna Souzis and freshman Naomi Noyes had
yet another strong performance on
finals day. Their 9:23.28 finals time
was enough to earn them fifth place
overall and All-American honors.

“That moment when we realized
we were advancing at Nationals and
going to finals and that we had gotten All-American, we were so excited,” Crosby said. “Last year we
didn’t qualify, and we all left kind
of bummed, but this year it was just
blessing on blessing on blessing.”
In addition to a great team race in
the 4x800-meter relay, Crosby found
her niche this year in the 600-meter
race. The sophomore flew through
the semi-finals with a school record-breaking time of 1:34.54, the
second-fastest time ran in the
semi-finals. Despite having five races on her plate at the national competition, Crosby went on to break
the 600-meter school record with
a time of 1:36.47. This earned her a
fourth-place finish and her second
All-American honor of the meet.
According to Crosby, the team has
a quote: “Running is like a bank that
takes deposits of hard work, effort
and doing the little things, but race
day is payday.” This year, payday came
in the form of the national meet.
This payday continued the upward slope of the Taylor track and
field program over the last few
years, as the team is slowly solidifying their presence as national-level competitors—specifically
in the 4x800-meter relay and distance medley relay (DMR). As more
and more Trojans find their way
to the national podium, women’s

“We’re kind of on the upswing of
things. We’ve gotten through a lull
halfway through the season, but we’re
doing well. We’re confident in each
other, we’re playing as a team and I
think we could be dangerous.”
The Trojans have to celebrate their
win quickly and move on as they play
against Trinity International today in
the Sweet 16. Trinity is a three-seed
in the tournament and previously beat College of the Ozarks in the
first round.
The Trojans look to continue their
postseason success in Point Lookout,
Missouri. Tipoff is set for 8:30 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
assistant coach Quinn White sees
nothing but good in the future for
this program.
“I believe that it’s good for the program and it’s good for the future,
too,” White said. “Hopefully as we
continue to go back, we know we’ve
been on this stage before, and we’ve
been on the podium. These are our
expectations now. Sometimes it’s
hard to get up there, but once you
break through that barrier then you
know you can do it.”
Breaking through that barrier was
not accomplished by any extreme
changes in training regimens, but in
similar ways as it always had been:
through a mix of quick days to develop true speed, speed endurance
days and easier days to stay healthy.
White focuses on trying to find a
good balance of being healthy and
pushing their strength to new limits,
ensuring that the team trains lightly
on their easy days and intensely on
their hard days.
According to White, this team did
something special and should not
be taken for granted. It was a meet
full of excitement and thankfulness,
and the program hopes to build on
its results in the outdoor season and
the years to come.
Both the men’s and women’s track
and field teams will kick off the outdoor season on March 25 at the Tennessee Invite in Knoxville, Tennessee.
echo@taylor.edu

Athlete of the Week

Margie Crosby
Year

Sophomore

Hometown

Columbia, Missouri

Events

600-meter run and 4x800-meter relay

Favorite quote

“Never, never, never give
up.” — Winston Churchill

Funniest teammate

Lauren Melchers

Photograph provided by Quinn White

Margie Crosby



(L to R) Back row: Freshmen Jonathan DeHaan and Caleb Anthony, junior Joe
Beamish and senior Matt Hall. Front row: Sophomore Rachel Blagg, freshman
Naomi Noyes and sophomores Margie Crosby, Anna Souzis and Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh
earned All-American honors at the NAIA Indoor National Championships.

How many All-Americans did the track and field
teams have last year at the indoor nationals?
A. 2
B. 5
C. 6
D. 8

Be the ﬁrst to collect the entire set and submit it to THE ECHO at
the end of the year to win a complete set signed by the athletes!

Check back next week for the answer! Last week’s answer: A. 1991

Photograph by Sean Quillen

Card #19

Favorite pre-game meal Coffee

